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SUBJECT: BILATERAL SHIPPING TALKS WITH POLES 

REF: GENEVA 6514 
FOR RONALD WEBB 

1. RE PARA 5 REFTEL ON VESSEL DEFINITION, DEPARTMENT 
APPRECIATES BY VIRTUE OF ABBREVIATED NATURE OF EXCHANGE OF 
NOTES, VICE FULL BLOWN AGREEMENT, POLES COULD HAVE DEFINI- 
TIONAL PROBLEM WITH TERM "COMMERCIAL CARGO AND PASSENGER 
VESSELS OF POLAND". ACCORDINGLY, WE NOTE, FOR GUIDANCE, 

THE DEFINITIONAL PORTION OF THE US-USSR MARITIME AGREEMENT 
SIGNED OCTOBER 14, 1972: 

A. "VESSEL" MEANS A VESSEL SAILING UNDER THE FLAG OF 
A PARTY, REGISTERED IN THE TERRITORY OF THAT PARTY, OR 
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OF SUCH PARTY, AND WHICH IS USED FOR: 

(I) COMMERCIAL MARITIME SHIPPING, OR 

(II) MERCHANT MARINE TRAINING PURPOSES, OR 

(III) HYDROGRAPHIC, OCEANOGRAPHIC, METEOROLOGICAL, OR 
TERRESTRIAL MAGNETIC FIELD RESEARCH FOR CIVIL APPLICATION. 

B. "VESSEL" DOES NOT INCLUDE: 



(I) WARSHIPS AS DEFINED IN THE 1958 GENEVA CONVENTION 

(II) VESSELS CARRYING OUT ANY FORM OF STATE FUNCTION 
EXCEPT FOR THOSE MENTIONED UNDER PARAGRAPH A..." 

"THIS AGREEMENT DOES NOT APPLY TO OR AFFECT THE 
RIGHTS OF FISHING VESSELS, FISHERY RESEARCH VESSELS, OR 
FISHERY SUPPORT VESSELS. THIS AGREEMENT DOES NOT AFFECT 
EXISTING ARRANGEMENTS WITH RESPECT TO SUCH VESSELS." 

2. REFTEL APPEARS TO INDICATE THAT POLEREP KOWALSKI 
NOTED THAT PRESENT LANGUAGE "APPEARED TO EXCLUDE NON- 
CARGO COMMERCIAL VESSELS", BUT DID NOT STATE THAT THERE 
HAVE BEEN ANY CASES WHERE NON-CARGO COMMERCIAL VESSELS 
HAVE BEEN REFUSED CONSIDERATION UNDER THE TERMS OF THE 
EXCHANGE OF NOTES. EVERTHELESS, IT WOULD NOT BE 
INAPPROPRIATE THAT THE USDEL, WITHOUT SPECIFICALLY 
ALUDING TO THE USSR AGREEMENT, INFORM KOWALSKI THAT THE 
USG WOULD BROADLY INTERPRET THE TERM "COMMERCIAL CARGO 
AND PASSENGER VESSELS" TO INCLUDE NON-CARGO COMMERCIAL 
VESSELS SUCH AS OCEAN-GOING TOWING VESSELS. PORTER 
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